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Welcome to the third edition of the SOCC newsletter!

In this edition we catch up on what our members have been up to over the last three months
and detail up and coming events.

Thanks for choosing South Oxon Car Club and have a great year of motorsport in 2025!

In this edition:

The Chairman has his say
Championship update
A tribute to Dai Roberts

The Kent Targa
The NC500

How MSUK is governed

The Gremlin

How to get in rally navigation
Alfie and Pete’s season so far

We would love your contributions, tell us what you’re up to and we’ll buy you a drink next time
we meet... Please send around 400 words and some pics to
Newsletter@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

Coming soon:

Wednesday 9th July - SOCC 2025 July Autotest / PCA - Round 2 of the Grass Summer Autotest
Championship.

Sunday July 27th — the 2" SOCC Scenic Sunday, a 90 mile scenic tour starting from near to
junction 8A M40 running through Oxfordshire, ending at The Gate Hangs High Hook Nortonin the
Cotswolds, which will be the venue for our second event of the day, the 2025 SOCC Car Show ,
running from 11 until 5* with food and drink on hand it's going to be a lovely relaxing summer
afternoon - Link to enter Scenic Sunday Tour here

Sunday 3 August — intro to targa rallying. A simple targa rally day, designed to encourage
youngsters / newcomers to the sport.

Friday 16th August - 2025 SOCC Rally App Taster #2. Simple taster evening with the chance to
learn the Rally App Live.

Wednesday 20th August - SOCC 2025 August Autotest / PCA - Round 3 of the Grass Summer
Autotest Championship.

Sunday 14th September - SOCC 2025 September PCA - Round 6 of the 2025 Autotest
Championship at Silverstone Rallyschool.

Don’t forget to check out our other upcoming events!



mailto:Newsletter@southoxoncarclub.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd5vBmqWt5TF6C5cyU9g4WEYilbcj-uDzBXMOw-lN310aiSmQ/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawIy-YdleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHRfQCOm
https://southoxoncarclub.co.uk/444924705
https://southoxoncarclub.co.uk/444924705
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Chairman’s Report

Nearly halfway through ‘25 and here’s we have the 3rd issue of the SOCC Newsletter.

Plenty has happened since the last issue with not only our own events but with our members
out competing all over the place. Membershipis 1 short of 170 which if | say so myself is pretty
impressive and would like to thank you all for your support. Events since the last newsletter
include:

— Friday 7thMarch and it was the 3 Counties 12 Car organised by Bob and Olivia Wisniewski.
Startingand Finishing at The Gate Hangs High it was 60 miles on Map 151. Overall winners
were Mick & Zac Valentine.

— Round 2 of the 2025 SOCC Autotest Championshipwas on Sunday 25th at Silverstone Rally
School. Chris Smith in the MX5 took the FTD trophy home.

— The April 12 Car whichwas Round 4 of the 2025 SOCC ‘The Rally Boy’ 12 Car Championship
organised by Chris Jones which started and finished at The Red Lion in Eynsham. 70 miles
on Map 164 made itan interesting night with Lewis Ayris and Matt Outhwaite coming home
clean for the win.

— Wewere back at Banbury Plant Hire for the AprilPCA on Sunday 27th Aprilusing some more
fresh parts of the venue with James Hall being FTD.

— Friday 16th May and itwas my favourite event of the calendar, The Mayfly Scatter. Organised
again by Matt Endean and Chloe thiswas Round 5 of the 12 Car Championship. Having won
the event for the last 2 years it was nice to make it 3 on the bounce with championship
sponsor Eddie ‘ The Rally Boy’ Haynes driving me round.

— Matt Endean took the win on the May PCA on Sunday 25th May and yet again we were able
to use more fresh parts of the Skip Hire site. If you've never been there then maybe come
along to 1 of our ‘members mornings’ there........

— We were back at Simply Race in Milton Keynes for our 2nd SIM Social of 2025. Always a
good night out and the dark horse of the night was Matt Outhwaite....... nobody could touch
him!

— Our 1st of 3 Summer Autotests was on Wednesday 4th June on the grass field at Banbury
Plant. A nice sunny evening was a bonus with James Hall taking the overall honours. It's
greatto have 3 of these Wednesday evening events at 3 different venues with the July event
being at Dick Maugers then the August 1 at Andy Corners - really appreciate the support.

The latest calendar is elsewhere in the newsletter but looking forward we have 2 rounds of the
Summer Grass Autotest Championship left, 4 rounds of the 2025 Autotest Championship, 4
rounds of the SOCC ‘The Rallyboy’ 12 Car Championship plus the ‘Intro totarga’eventin August.

Sunday 27th July is a busy day for the Club as well with The SOCC Scenic Sunday Tour and also
The SOCC Car Show. The tour finishes at the Car Show which is being held at The Gate Hangs
High near Hook Norton so feel free to bring your pride and joy along to the show or pop along for
a beer and a look around.



The latest calendar is elsewhere in the newsletter but looking forward we have 2 rounds of the
Summer Grass Autotest Championship left, 4 rounds of the 2025 Autotest Championship, 4
rounds of the SOCC ‘The Rallyboy’12 Car Championship plus the ‘Intro totarga’eventin August.

Hope to see you all at an event soon and enjoy the sunshine.

Robert.

2025 SOCC CAR SHOW

Sunday 27th July

11am - spm 'l'lw(‘.af:l"l:ugqIligh
at
The Gate Hangs High
FOOD & DRINK AVAILABLE FINISH VENUE FOR THE
FOR MORE DETAILS EMAIL: 2025 SOCC SCENIC SUNDAY TOUR

carshow@southoxoncarclub.co.uk




Championship progress so far:

PCA Championship:

POS COMPETITOR
1 Matt Endean
2 James Hall
3 Max Bird
4 Chris Smith
5 Colin Mantle
6 Dave Fulton
7 Will DeVille
8 Shane Perrv
9 Louise Wren . ]
10 Francessco Siena 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.0
11 Harry Banks 0.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 0.0 10.0
12 Rob Granger 9.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.0
13 Josh Sevmour 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.0 7.0
14 Ollie Westcortt 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 5.0 6.0
15 lohn Boardman 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0
16 Martin Moore 0.0 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0
17 Ethan Welsby 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 3.0 4.0
18 Rebecca Smith 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.0
19 Thomas Dunham 0.0 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.0
20 Billv Iohnson 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0
21 Thomas Mason 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
22 John Risby 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
23 Tim Sawver 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
24 Joseph Paxton 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

12 car navigators:

South Oxon Car Club - 12 Car Championship
Sponsor - 'RallyBoy' - Eddie Haynes
Navigators Championship
Events
|Position Name
1 Matt Outhwaite 1 10
2 Tim Sawyer 8 12
3 Rob Hall 0 6
4 Tom Dunham 0 2
5 Zac Valentine 12 0
6 Simon Blackshaw 3 0
7 Olivia Wisniewski 0 0
8 Josh Seymour 5 3
9 Rob Granger 10 0
10 James Leggett 9 0
11 Steven Preece 0 11
12 Matthew Wallace 0 8
13 Jack Love 0 0
14 Olly Westcott 0 6
15 Chloe Hankin 0 0
16 Mike Goodman 6 0
17 Felix Morris 0 0
18 Harry Brierley 0 0
19 Jack Thorne 0 0
20 Emily Anderson 0 0
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12 car drivers:
South Oxon Car Club - 12 Car Championship
Sponsor - 'RallyBoy' - Eddie Haynes

Drivers Championship

[
\
[
|
\ Events
[

;Position Name Jan12 Car Feb12Car March 12 Car April 12 Car May Scatter Sept12 Car Oct12Car Nov 12 Car Total
[ 1 Chris Jones 10 12 5 12 7 46
\ 2 RallyBoy Haynes 0 12 10 11 12 45
j 3 Lewis Ayris 1 10 9 12 11 43
\ 4 Martin Moore 0 2 9 8 27
‘\ 5 Stuart Martin 2 7 3 10 5 27
‘ 6 Mick Valentine 12 0 12 0 0 24
\ 7 Bob Wisniewski 0 0 12 0 10 22
[ 8 Rob Hall 8 0 11 0 0 19
| 9 Max Bird 5 3 4 7 0 19
\ 10 William Johnson 4 9 0 0 6 19
} 11 Matt Endean 0 0 7 0 12 19
\ 12 Harry Brierley 9 5 0 0 0 14
i 13 Craig Fraser 6 6 1 0 0 13
‘ 14 Craig Fulbrook 0 8 0 4 0 12
‘ 15 John Boardman 11 0 0 0 0 11
\ 16 Chris Oakes 11 0 0 0 0 11
| 17 Tim Sawyer 0 0 0 0 9 9
\ 18 Derek Love 0 0 0 8 0 8
j 19 Michael Symonds 0 0 0 5 3 8
\ 20 Jez Lucas 6 0 0 0 0 6
1 21 Ethan Welsby 0 6 0 0 0 6
‘ 22 Michael Whyte 0 0 0 6 0 6
\ 23 John Risby 3 0 0 0 0 3
\ 24 Tim Payne 0 0 2 0 0 2
\
12 car all-rounders:
South Oxon Car Club - 12 Car Championship
Sponsor - 'RallyBoy' - Eddie Haynes
Best Driver & Navigator Award
Events
Position Name Jan12 Car Feb 12 Car March 12 Car April 12 Car May Scatter Sept12Car Oct12Car Nov 12 Car Total |
1 Tim Sawyer 8 12 11 11 9 51
2 Rob Hall 8 6 11 12 12 49
3 0
4 0
5 0
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Dai Roberts — A reminder of the dangers of motorsport

When my father startedracing Alfa Romeos inthe late 70s, safety was barely considered. A collection of
horse racing helmets were shared amongst competitors, often the only protection in the car. When |
asked him about those days he said, “We all knew that racing drivers died every weekend, but | knew it
wouldn’t be me.”

Early June was a timely reminder that motorsport is dangerous. We should all respect each other and
our machinery at all times. During the running of the Jim Clark Rally in May, Dai Roberts (co-driving for
James Williams) died in a tragic accident.

Dirtfish remember Dai in their article, and a fundraiser has been set up for his family.
If you are able, please donate to support his family.

Our thoughts are with Dai’s friends and family, and we wish James Williams a full recovery.

Dai Robetts

1986 - 2025

Page 8 of 22


https://dirtfish.com/rally/brc/dai-roberts-one-of-rallyings-kindest-souls/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/damian-colejohn-stone

SOCC Newsletter June/July 2025 info@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

Kent Targa Rally 2025
By Matt Endean

After a long drive down to Kent from Liverpool via Aylesbury due to a work commitment | arrived at the
very edge of Kent for my first visit to Manston Airfield. | travelled down the night before, and choose the
rally driver diet of a double cheeseburger and chips for my dinner followed by a number of Wagon
Wheels for dessert — maybe not healthy but it was good

| was set to double drive with David Lobb in his Turbo Charged Vauxhall Adam, we have done a number
of events together and work well as
T ateam. | was driving my usual ZR

with David navving for me.

David was first to drive as he
knew the venue having been
there last year, and said how
good the event was. For me it
was all very new and very busy.
The tests were hard work and
very busy for both sides of the
car.

Getting to the start was a bit of a

worry for David when the car

wouldn’t start on the trailer, we
checked a number of basic things
but in the end | found one of the main relays was suspect. After hitting it a few times it fired up into the
life, and thankfully didn’t cause us any more issues during the day. Though | did carry a by-pass wire
with me all day just incase!

After David’sfirst set of teststhere was no time torestas | was due backout just minutes later, this was
the theme for the day with little rest for us double driving crews.

Onto the first test and after a bit of a moment on the grass where | locked up and took out an arrow
(luckily not a cone!) the tests all flowed ok. As is the nature of such events you don’t really know how
wellyou are doing but itfelt ok and | was generally alittle quicker than David which given | had seen the
tests was to be expected early in the event.

Howeverinthe queue for the second set of tests with David driving | could see | was leading with David
second. Clearly things were going well and we needed to keep this going! At this point | thought the
second driver advantage would drop off and the relative lack of power in the 1400 ZR (standard engine
save for some slightly better cams) would see me drop down the order.

Lunch time (and another burger!) and it was back out for more tests, it really was a long and busy day.
The rest of the day continued as per the morning staying clean (apart from one cone all day) and
pushing on where we could we were still leading going into the last two tests.

The last two tests were long, as they were joined up versions of the various tests during the day. Going
into these although | knew we had a healthy lead, this could all still get away from us. So | threw
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everything atit, quite literally nothing was left on those last two tests and the poor ZR took one hell of a
thrashing...

In the end we kept our lead and won the event overallby 1m 14s on just over 30 competitive miles, so a
winning margin of just over 2secs per mile against some much more powerful and arguably faster crews
from the main BTRDA national championship it was very pleasing to take the win.
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The North Coast 500 — Sunny Scotland in May

By James Leggett

On the side of a rugby pitch in a bleak January morning, one of the Dads announced he had just booked
the hotels to do the North Coast 500 in his Aston Martin Vantage. “That’s amazing!” | said, “Can we
come?!” “um, | guess so...”

The NC500 is a collection of roads that start in Inverness,
skirt the most northern tip of Scotland and back again,
making a 500 mile route. The plan was to take the Alfetta,
do c200 miles aday. The route would be Redditch — Carlisle
—Inverness — Wick - Kylesku - Lock Lomond — Redditch.
Easy. Dad drives his Alfettas all over Europe all the time, no
reason why mine wouldn’t handle it. Leave on Tuesday,
back on Sunday, parents looking after the kids, no worries.
In the pub with my Saab friend, he asked how we were
getting to Inverness to start the route. “What, you’re driving
it there? But that means you’ll be doing over a 1,000 miles,
in an Alfa!” That was the first time I’d had any doubts about
this adventure...

My Alfa Romeo Alfetta Saloonis a barn find (Dad’s barn...) projectI’ve been gradually restoring. Winter 1
I madeitroad worthy, winter 21 did the rear suspension and gear box, winter 3 was supposed to be front
suspension, except | hadn’t gotten to that yet as house renovations had taken priority. If we’re doing
1,000 miles in it, a radio might be handy, as might a fuel gauge. Oh, and being able to trust the front
suspension. | decided notto risk any of that myself in the time frame and sent it off to a local garage to
have those things rectified, including Koni front dampers and a carb tune - the planned engine rebuild
being put on hold thanks to VAT on school fees. It runs, it’ll be fine.

Day 1, Redditch to Carlisle, 204 miles. A 4pm departure, 3hrs 30 to cover, time for a coffee stop and

we’ll be there before 8pm. Traffic on the M5 joining the M6 highlighted our first challenge - she gets hot

quickly - but nothing winding down the windows and turning the heater on couldn’t improve. We

decided to cruise at a steady 65mph so as not to risk any damage before we even started. The Aston

had other ideas and left us standing. Afterthe services we decided Katie (my wife) should have her first

drive before the twisty stuff, which she enjoyed more than
expected! The long arm, short leg driving position suited

her more than me.

Day 2, Carlisle to Inverness, 267 miles. A hearty
breakfast, a quick top up of oiland a little waterandwe
were away. The A9 is not the most interesting road but
we stopped in Stirling for lunch, then on to Blair Atholl
Castle for afternoon tea. The landscapes improved all
the way and the little Alfa ticked along nicely. Arriving
on the banks of Loch Ness, we had a quick look for
Nessie before a much needed beer.
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Day 3, Inverness to Keiss, 169 miles. The hotel car park was packed with tourist squeezing into any
space they could find and we were quickly
asked if we were leaving. Well, we’d
murdered more than a few flies with our
windscreen so that needed cleaning. The
Aston screen needed a clean too. Whilst
Katie was doing that | checked the fluids.
More oil and a little more water, but it
seemed packing the boot of the
convertible Aston was akin to a game of
Tetris... none of that in our family saloon!
The journey north took us to the
Glenfiddich distillery. Watching the efforts to
squeeze a bottle of whiskey into the Aston, we offered storage capacity, only to find a birthday cake in
the passengerfootwell, we’d managedto crashtheirromantic week away for her birthday and their 15
wedding anniversary... oops! We had lunch at a glorious beach and being a short day of travelling we
carried on to Dunnett Head (the most northerly point of the mainland) and then John O’Groats to make
things easierthe nextday, returning to our accommodationinKeiss. The photo of us atthe JOG signpost
was on my bucket list!

Day 4, Keiss to Kylesku, 126 miles. The shortest drive of the
tour, but the most amazing roads I’'ve ever driven. A mix of
flowing bends and open stretches laid out in glorious
landscapes. A quick coffee at Tongue before driving round
Loch Eriboll, where we encountered a Fiat X1/9 broken
down. My brother had one of those and it did that a lot, so |
stopped to offer some moral support, only to be reassured
it would be fine in 15 minutes... The cheese toasties at
Durness were amazing, but they were nothing compared to
the clean sandy beaches and blue seas. Lasttime | saw sea
that blue was in Barbados. From here it was on to Kylesku,
with plenty of time for videos of an Aston screaming across
the bridge! It was also the third time someone has asked
me ‘What’s that? Not seen one of those before!’. The car
park over Loch Gleann Dubh afforded some excellent
photos...

Day 5 - Kylesku to Loch Lomond, 300 miles. Having put

more oil in the car, it was off to Corrieshalloch Gorgg, then

on to Taaganfor fuel and a snack. It was at this point we noticed
the indicators had run out. A quick exploration didn’t highlight anything and knowing we had a good
hotell figured I’d exploreitthere, arm signals would do till then. Eilean Donan Castle was the next stop,
with the Aston stretching its legs and although we didn’t try to keep up, we were not left behind. At this
late stage in the journey | was happy to throw a little caution to the wind and we were not left
embarrassed. The castle was great, our second visit, although we didn’t go in, then the three hour run
down to Cameron House in Luss. The A82 through Glencoe remains one of my favourite stretches
following our last two visits and it didn’t disappoint. Our confidence in the Alfa allowed some good
overtakes andthe journey was a pleasure. Arriving at Cameron House, we realised there was only valet
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parking... We pulled up behind a Maserati and the Aston feeling a little like a dog at a cat show, only for
allthe valetstorun over arguingwho woulddrive it! Not the place to explore failedindicators, I’d have to
do that tomorrow. We had no aches or pains, but were glad for the pool and a steak supper.

Day 6 — Loch Lomond to home, 324 miles. We were awake early so decided to crack on, having missed
the kids for five days. | decided not ask the valets to collect it so | could check fluids, and again she
needed oil and a little water. Joining the M6 the sat nav reminded us to ‘turn left in 208 miles’, and |
remembered | hadn’tfixed the indicators. Too late now. We cruised comfortably at 70 on the motorway,
grabbing some breakfast at the first fuel stop, comfortably home mid afternoon. The landscapes on the
M6 were still impressive, just different to what we were used to. The lack of indicators had become
slightly more of a challenge considering the increasing traffic, but | drive a BMW so know indicators are
an optional extra. Home mid afternoon, not as tired as expected.

Over 6 dayswe covered 1,350 miles, stayed in 5 hotels, managed 25mpg, used 2.5 litres of oil and 11 of
coolant. There were times on day 3 | wondered if we'd made things unnecessarily hard for ourselves
using the old Alfa, but the constant fear of not making it allayed by day 4! There is a little snagging list,
but that’s to be expected.

Despite those minorissueswe got all the way round and would definitely do it again, but perhaps over a
few more days. We were fortunate that the weather was fantastic, with my lorry driver’s tan nicely
topped up. We had the most amazing time with great friends and glorious scenery! | would certainly
recommend it!
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The Gate Hangs High

HOOK NORTON

The Gate Hangs High is a traditional
country pub in Hook Norton, Oxfordshire.
Offering freshly cooked, locally sourced
food and a great selection of local ales. In
addition we offer comfortable rooms, and
a large camping area with electric hookups
and happily welcome children and dogs.

Live music | large garden | camping | kids area

Food served | event spaces | rooms to rent

GET IN TOUCH

01608 238 a3

WWW.THEGATEHANGSHIGH.CO.UK

KITCHEN HOURS

Wednesday: 12:00-14:30 / 18:00-20:30
Thursday: 12:00 - close

Friday: 09:00 - close

Saturday & Sunday: 09:00 - close

BAR HOURS

Monday - Tuesday: 15:00 - 23:00
Wednesday - Thursday: 12:00-23:00
Friday - Sunday: -12:00 - 00:00

LOCATION

WHICHFORD RD, HOOK NORTON, 0X15 DF

WHATS HAPPENING AT
THE GATE HANGS HIGH?

eCar & Blke night
every 3™ Tuesday

e Breakfast served
Friday - Sunday 9-11:30

elive music_ .
check socials for info

e Sunday roasts
11am - till we run out

e Children’s playground
open daily

eDon’t want to leave?
camping & rooms available
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Motorsport UK - How is the sport governed and how you can make it safer
and fairer

By Matt Endean

A couple of recent incidents in rallying have brought safety back to the forefront of all our minds.

SOCC members may not be aware thatl am the chairman of the MSUK AutoX & RallyX Sub Committee.
This role sees me overseeing the development of the both of these niche sectors of our motorsport
family.

The MSUK committee’s are made up of competitors and organisers, and their function is to develop the
rules to ensure they are both safe and fair to all.

Meetings are held two or three times a year with support from MSUK staff including various part of the
MSUK management. Discussions are wide ranging from how to get more officials and competitors to
reflecting on safety developments.

Sadlyrecent events have reminded us all that motorsport whilst very safe, can never be 100% safe and
something | have been championing within MSUK is the need for competitors developing their own
understanding of safety equipment, and how we can all play our part in making things safer. Something
as simple as ensuring your harnesses are properly set up for you and the seat you are using, and not
‘just’ using them how they have always been.

Of course safety isn’t all about the obvious things like harnesses, ensuring your car is free of any loose
itemsthat could moveinan accident. Asimpleice scrappercando realdamage when it flies within the
car during a‘moment’... and something with real weight like a battery rattle gun needs very secure
mounts to stop any sort of movement.

Different disciplines have different safety requirements, but they all require the user to set up/wear
them correctly eg ensure overalls are done up, FHR fastened / connected to helmets, helmet done up
etc.

Motorsport UK has lots of guidance on such things like this including for harnesses. This final part from
the guidance (link below) is a good reminder for us all.

The effectiveness and longevity of a safety harness are directly related to the manner in which they are
installed, used and maintained. A harness is not an ‘install and forget’ piece of equipment and it is your
own responsibility to ensure it is installed and maintained correctly. Remember that no matter how
good your harness is, it is only going to be effective if it is installed correctly.

From MSUK Harness Guidance

https://www.motorsportuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/harnessguidance02.04.19.pdf

You don’t want to find out your safety equipment is wrongly set up because you’ve tested it through an
accident. A little time now could save you a significant amount of time, and pain (physically and
financially) in the future.

Page 15 of 22


https://www.motorsportuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/harnessguidance02.04.19.pdf

SOCC Newsletter June/July 2025 info@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

Challenges on the Gremlin
By Suze Rogers

Our third time at the Gremlin Historic, and it was back into the “new” format of some competition on
the Saturday eveningfollowed by a full Sunday rally. Having had a disastrous Saturday in 2024, we didn’t
want the same to happen again!

We got there in plenty of time, completed the measured mile, noise, and scrutineering and went off to
documentation where | plotted the first couple of regularities. There were plenty of speed changes
planned, and there were discussions with others about some of the Sunday navigation where two
routes were possible, but we decided we’d finalise that later.

The first regularity was 10 miles and had some grid references with depart directions that said “follow

the arrows.” The arrows weren’t actually visible from the road (which we had expected) but I’d marked

the map clearly enough and we found the hidden

controls. Unfortunately, we were one of

several crews who dropped some time into
the first control which was on a not as map
white around the old Talgarth Hospital. We,
as did others, kept going left only to find we
were at the entrance to a house. Reversing
out and finding the control saw us drop 43
seconds. There was a lot of local traffic
around so we did quite a bit of reversingin
general on that regularity, and we hoped the
rest of the event may be a little easier!

Regularity two started quickly and was nearly
20 miles. Thisregularity went better, but unfortunately a staggered cross roads over a busy A road, with
a controlvery soon afterwards, cost us time whilst we waitedfor passing traffic. We didn’t understand a
couple of ideal times against what we had, but the controls were changed to passage controls due to
issues with the timing so that may explain things. So, not quite as bad a start as 2024 but quite a bit of
time dropped and 16th overall overnight.

We headed to our accommodation and | carried on with the plotting. A bulletin was issued for
Regularity three, where we could go either side of the river, so that clarified the route. Regularity four
was over Epynt and included a black spot which didn’t touch the road, but | thought was intended to. |
contacted one navigator, who had gone one way, so | asked someone else, who had gone the other. |
was fairly confident in my route but made sure to ask the organisers in the morning (my route was
correct, the black spot had been intended to touch the road). The navigation also mentioned to “drive
through two SPs” but | couldn’t work out what they were, and the ordnance survey map key didn’t help. |
decided they had to be Spot Heights (SH).

Regularity three was a busy start, with 36 miles crossing grid lines (and several controls in farmyards)
and 11 speed changes. We had a good regularity with our penalties mainly under five seconds, before
we had three tests over Epynt. The Scimitaris a powerful car, but we simply can’t keep up with some of
the other cars out and were dropping up to 30 seconds a test here.

We had a quick coffee break before Regularity four, half of which I’d plotted and then went to tulips
which were handed out at the regularity start. We were third best on this regularity which was good,
dropping only 13 seconds (best was 11). Another couple of tests, and then Regularity five which was 26
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miles with 13 speed changes. Unfortunately, we missed a turning which was quickly corrected, but
there was local traffic and we ended up just under 30 seconds late into a control here.

Anotherthree tests, so more dropping time, and then Regularity six which was over the ranges. The first
half had been a herringbone and then there were more tulips passed through the window for the second
half. Thisregularity went aroundthe rifle ranges on some areas we hadn’t used before with some tricky,
narrow overgrown sections where we were dropping time against the 30mph requirement. We were
equal fifth best here, dropping Tmin 04secs.

We had anothertwo testsfollowed by the final “short” regularity of nearly 14 miles, but 8 speed changes
to keep us busy. | was disappointed to drop 19 seconds here, our times had seemed ok and we don’t
quite know what went wrong unfortunately.

We finished 5™ inclass and 12" overall, we’d managedto climb up a few places overnight from 16™, but
it could have been better!

Photos by Aneurin James
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My journey to rally navigation
By Matt Outhwaite

My entry into rally navigation could probably be considered relatively conventional; a friend with a
mutualinterestincars chattingabout historic rallies having seen a few clips of them online. | had never
been exposed to road rallying, other than seeing a Lelog feature video on Motors TV, but | had been
somewhat obsessed with stage rallyingfor as long as | can remember. In fact, arguably my first effort at
navigating on a ‘rally’ was as a 7-year-old, calling pace notes to my best friend at primary school as we
sat in the front seats of a double-decker bus for the one-mile drive to the local swimming pool for
lessons.

Fast-forward roughly 20 years, my then-
brother-in-law, Alistair Leckie, had spotted
a rather rough looking Saab 900 Turbo
which he considered to be a suitable
candidate for historic rallies. He set about
getting it roadworthy, without any real
appreciation of how best to prepare a car
for arally. We entered the HERO Summer
Trial,and it was suggested we attended the
HERO training seminars at Race Retroin

preparation. These were packed with

invaluable information for what to expect on

arally, what all the paperworkis for (and roughly what it means) and a few ‘dos and don’ts’ to keep you
relatively out of trouble on the event.

To be honest, our first event was shambolic. To begin with, we completed 5 loops of the measured
distance making every conceivable mistake in the process, including taking a wrong slot into a school
car park at lunchtime. The less said about that the better. During
the event, | bashed the trip with my water bottle, unknowingly
altering the calibration and causing us a great deal of
confusion for a whole regularity. To top it off, the car was
overheating due to a later diagnosed failed head gasket and
cracked cylinder head. Despite all this, the lessons we had
learnedin the training seminars were beginningto make sense,
and we crossed the finish line grinning ear-to-ear having had a
thoroughly enjoyable weekend. From our first event, it was
clear the historic rally scene was as much about the people
and camaraderie as the competition. Everyone we spoke to
had time to offer words of advice and encouragement, or to
chatendlessly about their cars. What a brilliant way to escape
from the real world!

Having learnt some valuable lessons, Alistair realised the car
needed a bit more work to be competitive and sent it to Rally
Preparation Services. Simon Ayris and the team set about
preparing it properly, and despite remaining a somewhat unusual
base for a historic rally car, it was turned into a strong, competitive and, most importantly, reliable car

Our first ‘measured mile’!
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which neverfailedto finish anevent due to a mechanical issue. As Alistair has had a break from driving
over the past couple of years, this introduction to
Simon opened more opportunities for me to get
back in the navigator’s seat, both with him and
more recently Lewis on SOCC club events and
HRCR rounds. Anyone who has seen photos from
events will know that whilst we are competitive
and always determined to win, we still have an
enormous amount of fun, and for me, that
remains what rallying is all about.

To anyone who is considering getting involved in
navigating but is yet to make the leap, convince a
like-minded car friend into driving (someone you
trust and are happy to be in a car with), and get
out and have a go. The 12 cars organised by the
club are a fantastic introduction to navigating
without the ‘stress’ (to me, fun) of timing to the
second, and without the need to acquire a historic car and the potential headache that comes with it.
That said, with cars up to 1991 allowed on historic events, there are plenty of obtainable options now
available. The benefit of historic events is that there are so many events available from complete
beginner, such as the HERO Novice Trial which incorporates navigation training sessions to give you a
head-start and generally simple navigation methods, up to much trickier HRCR events or LeJog and
Rally of the Tests.

I’m always happy to share my advice or experiences for someone wanting to give it a go, and my top 5
tips are:

1. Try abeginner 12 car (any car) or Novice Trial (historic) — take it steady, don’t worry about timing
(although don’t ever be early on a 12 car!) — you’ll soon realise you are doing the timing naturally
as you are no longer using all your mental capacity to stay on the right road. Even now for me, if
the road gets tricky, timing goes out the window, come back to it when you have the mental
capacity to consider it again. Also, keep things as simple as possible, if you think you are roughly
on time or on the right road, you are probably right — don’t overthinkit as thatiswhen mistakeswill
comein.

2. Try not to panic when everything gets too much and seems to be going wrong (and to your driver,
have patience —navigating getsreally busy attimes - if you ask your navigator something and they
respond with silence, they are busy and will get back to you when they can —if there was
something you needed to know, they would have already told you... probably! My drivers have
always been brilliant at this, and it really helps keep things calm and on track in the car). Avoid
guessing, take the time to work out what you need to do - stop for a few minutes if necessary to
work out where you are, double checkyour plotted route against the handout - it’s better to take a
penalty at one control than to miss a control or end up completely lost and miss lots of them.

3. Getting good results is not all about hitting Os and 1s at timing points — it’s about cutting out the
big mistakes. Mistakes are going to happen, don’t worry, kick yourself at the time, but quickly
learn from it and move on - you can’t go back and change it. Your competitors will also make
mistakes, worrying about it will just lead to a spiral of more mistakes. However, if the following
crew comes chargingup behind you in a regularity, it might be worth double checking you haven’t
missed a speed change!
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4.

If you suffer from travel sickness, don’t worry — navigating could still be for you! | used to really
suffer whenever | looked downin a movingcar. | always take Kwells travel sickness tablets before
an eventand it means| rarely suffer now at all, even on the bumpiest of lanes, or grippiest of tests
with the most flamboyant driving!

Preparation is key — it goes without saying for the car (generally that’s the driver’s responsibility)
but also as a navigator, take the time to look over the maps before an event. | highlight every spot
height on a road beforehand. Whilst this is useful for quicker plotting, I’m convincedjust spending
an hour looking over the map and noticing some tricky looking junctions or small triangles really
makes a difference if you end up using them on the route. Additionally, make sure you have all
your paperwork handy — you never know when a handout or map extract used earlier in an event
makes a reappearance later!

Finally, have fun and bring your best sense of humour, and never shy away from asking experienced
crews or the organisers for help.
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Alfie HAMMOND / Pete WILLIAMS - Season to date

The year has seen club members Alfie HAMMOND and Pete WILLIAMS continue their partnership on the
special stages. With a switch from a Fiesta R2 to Subaru Impreza, and mainly tarmac events, the team
recognise that it will be a year of learning prior to any championship focus next year.

The pair kicked off their season in February with the Snetterton Stages Rally, based at the famous

Norfolk venue. With 6-stages, utilising the main
circuit, pit and paddock area, and short gravel link
roads, the pair had a useful day becoming familiar
with the new car on greasy surfaces and making
small adjustments throughout. 27" o/a, 4" Class.

Followingthis ‘test’event, it wasthe jumpup to the
East Riding Stages and the pair’s chance to
experience closedroads for the first time together.
The Yorkshire event also gave Alfie his first
experience of an event recce and the opportunity
to fine tune their pacenotes. Joining several other
SOCC crews, the event started with a ceremonial
start in Beverley before a loop of 4-stages. The

weatherforecast showed mixed conditionsfor the day, so tyre choice would be tricky. The pair opted for
a dry tyre, whichworkedwell on drying conditions over the first 3-stages. Unfortunately, the rain arrived
as the crewwaited at the arrival control of SS4, prompting a tentative runthroughto ensure they made it
back to the midday service. With the wets bolted on, it was back out for the repeat loop in the
afternoon. Alfie proved adept at controlling the car in the wet and slippery conditions, as well as

managing an anti-lag issue as the day went on.
Aside from a spin over the flying finish of the
final stage, no further dramawas endured before
heading back to the crowds and final control in
Beverley town centre. 17t jn Class.

Next up was a return to the forests, to maintain
seat time, and the Carlisle Stages Rally. As the
anti-lag issue had not been resolved, the pair
were out in a Suzuki Swift, hired from Jamtech
Motorsport. The first objective was to get
through the opening Ash Park stage trouble free,
following a roll and retirement for the team on
the Anglo Caledonian Rally last November.

Unfortunately, itwas ‘mission failed’ as the stage proved their nemesis once more with a visit to one of
Kielder’s notorious ditches. With no spectators or marshals around to help they were stuck and
seemingly, theirrally over. However, having had the car checked in service, they rejoined for SS4 where
they had a good run through and enjoyed the 12.8 mile stage. The team pushed through the final 10.7
mile stage that was Buck Fell, with Kielder taking it’s toll on many runners and the stage resembling a

Page 21 of 22




SOCC Newsletter June/July 2025 info@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

scrapyardinplaces.The SOCC pairseta solid time, but it felt like a case of what might have been. Due
to theirearly indiscretion, they we were surprisedto discover they had finished 7% in class. A successful
day and a lesson in perseverance!

Fortheir latest event, it was North again, this time
the Jim Clark Rally awaited. Arguably, the biggest
eventthatthe guys had taken on to date, with a full
schedule including, recce on Thursday,
shakedown and 6-stages on Friday night, and a
further 8-stages on Saturday. Recce went well,
with 2 runs over each stage competed and the
notes honed. Being back behind the wheel of the
Subaru, the team were grateful of the shakedown,
and had several runs of the 2.6 mile stage, which
was very representative of the challenge to come. ; Bcia -
Friday evening came and a ceremonial startin ; e \&i_m» “M‘f%&
Duns in front of an enthusiastic crowd, prior to 3-

stages. The competitive elementbeganwitha 2 mile

tasterthrough Langton Mill and its famous watersplash, before 7.5 miles in Figo, and the fantastic 13.7
miler over the ‘mountain’ of Bothwell. Back to service with no drama to report but a tricky decision to
make regardingtyres once more. The forecast suggested it might be possible to get through the second
loop in the dry but that required everythingto remain on schedule and the rain to be light. The duo went
out on drys but carried two part worn wets as spares.

The repeat of the two opening stages went well and improvements on stage times made. On the run to
the long mountain stage the forecast rain arrived. Despite having 2 scrubbed wets on board, the crew
stuck withwhatwasfitted, whichwould have been fine with the rainremained light! Unfortunately, it got
progressively harder with every passing mile, to the point where you would have needed 4 brand new
wets! The SOCC team endured an overshoot and a stall, costing a small amount of time, as well as a
few smaller moments, but they fared betterthan many and were glad to return to Duns to complete Leg
1. On Sunday, the team completed the final stage of Langton Mill. Another improvement, before return
to service and time to reflect.

A positive year so far with many new experiences and the crew improving with every event. Good luck
for the rest of the year!




